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[he Mactregor
Case

It Indicates the Daager el Accepi-
ing Circumstantial Evidence.

e

g Can lang a tueor'y ol
So Fergus told b
and his wilfe had lived happily tozelos-
er but for a brother ol
alwavs applying to them for m
and threatening his brother-in-iaw 1l
he didn’t get it. One night this broti
er came for money. His sister delend
ed him against the anzer ¢ el hus
band. l‘ﬁt‘.‘I',{.‘;lH. losing his 1*;1111*1111'_ told
bher that if she preferred her brotoer
to him he (Fergus) would go away
from her. Then he had left them and
gone to the home of an old friend who
lived alone sorme distance from the
MacGregor home. IF'ergus declared
that was all he knew of the trazedy.

“But how do you account for the
murder of your wife? Surely her
brother would not have killed her.”

“1 can’'t account for it any more than
you can.”’

“Her brother must be living. Can'
you suggest some way of finding him?
His testimony, if you are innoceut,
would save you.”

“He has never had any fixed abode
that I have heard of. I would not
know where or how to look for him.
Besides, if he were not implicated in
the murder he would show himselt of
his own accord.”

“He might keep away to prevent his
bheing called on to testify against you.”

“No fear of that: he had no love for

l]lf‘ me.n

The lawyer pondered for awhile, then
said, “The only defense 1 ean make is
to prove an alibi, and that could be
done only by fraudulent means.”

“Put me on the stand and I'll tell
my story.”

“It’s doubtless the said the
lawver, “that can be wade out of the
matter. but it will have no effect what-
ever on a jury.”’

The (rial of Fergus MacGregor was
looked upon as a were formality, and
there was no doubt whatever that be
would be convicted. His lawyer made
the most out of his story, and proof
was furnished that his client had been
whére he claimed to have been since
he had left his home. The fact that
the face of the body found in the
thicket could not be recognized was
dwelt upon by the prisoner’s counsei;
but, since the garment on the corpse
was one of Mrs. MacGregor's dresses,
the hypothetical methods to show that
the body was not that of Mrs. Mac-
Gregor fell tflat. Besides, there was
the strand of red hair that several
witnesses who knew the lady swore
was the exact shade of Mrs. MacGrez-
or's.

The judge, the jury and the specia-
tors were bored by the counsel's de-
fense of MacGregor, the jury listening
to it perfunctorily and the others talk-
ing together while it was being spok-
en. When the lawyer sat down the
public prosecutor arose and said:

“There seems, vour honor, no occa-
sion for me to sum up this case al
length, and 1 will do so very briefiyv.
Sounds of a quarrel were heard in the
MacGregor home. The prisoner dis-
appeared, doubtless taking the family
valuables with him, though they have
pot been found. His wife’s body is
concealed in a thicket near the house,
identified by a dress belonging to Mrs.
MacGregor and by strands of hair
found in the house which she lost dur-
ing a struggle for her life. Counsel
for the defense has claimed that the
case is one of circumstantial evidence.
It it should not counvict the prisoner,
then no circumstantial evidence should
convict any eriminal.”

The words were no sooner spoken
than a woman came ranning into the
courtroomn.

“Fergus,” she cried, “they tell e
they're going to hang ye for kil
ing me!”

The live body of the murdered woin-
an pushed its way to the prisoner,
threw her arms around his neck and
patted him lovingly.

“Your honor,” cried counsel for the
defense, “it has been stated that if
the ecircumstantial evidence in this
case should not convict the prisoner
then no person should be convicted by
such testimony. Therefore it follows
that no person should be convicted on
circumstantial evidence.”

Every one present was dumfounded.
When the prisoner could find his voice
he asked his wife to tell where she bhad
been.

“With Walter. I've been tryin to
get him out of a scrape he got into in
Lunnon.”

The mystery of the MacGregor case
remained a wmystery ftor ften Yyears,
Then a man was convicted of murder
in Australia who before he died on the
gallows made the following confes-
sion:

Ten vears before he and two pals, a
man and a woman, in Edinburgh, ali
the worse for liquor, left the town to
evade the police. DPassing the Mac-
Gregor home and finding it unoccupied,
they broke a pane of glass, opened a
window and went in. They appropri-
ated certain articles of value, espe-
clally clothes, the men donning Mac-
Gregor’s garments, the woman a dress
of Mrs. MacGregor. They were about
to depart when the men discovered
that the woman had found some jewel-
ry of Mrs. MacGregor. They demand-
#d their share of it, which she refused
to give up. They took it by force, un-
intentionally killing her in the strug-
gle. After depositing the body in the
thicket they departed. The woman’s
hair was red.
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and his wile
Lllizabeth., lived on the outskirts ol
Ldinburgh, Scotland. Their nearest
neighbor lived about a quarter ol a
wile distant. The MacGregors appear
ed to live happily together till one
evening their neighbor, Alexandel
Tweedy, heard excited voices coming
from the direction of their home
Tweedy's wife thought she heard @
lllil't] VOLCe ONdce or [ Wice take pari i
what was goiug on trying to calm the
others. but her husband failed to beal
her out in this, and she was not sure
I'inally the quarreling stopped, and
nothing more was heard.

The next morning Tweedy on
way to Edinburgh, where he worked
passed the MacGregor home and no
ticed that it seemed to be deserted. A
window pane on the ground floor was
broken. which he had noticed before
and at which he wondered, because the
MacGregors were tidy persons and
kept their bome in good order. He
continued his way, not attaching mucl
importance to what he had seen ol
what he had heard the night before.

But when the next morning he pass

l.adies’ and Misses’ Fine
Suits, Coats and Furs || wve oo be o

- I - ;o ' LT the window. looked in. He was shock
[Ladies’ Fine Tailored Suits el to see evidences of a struggle
Fvervthing was in disorder. A table
that had stood in the center of the
room had been overturned, and the
fragments of a lamp that had stooc
on it were scattered over the floor
('lothing layv about, both men's anc
women's.

Tweedy was astonished. He hac
heard no sounds that would indicate
anvthing more than a war of words
T'rue. his wife had awakened him i
(he widdle of the night and said thal
‘he MacGregors were quarreling again
[{e had listened, but, hearing nothing
told her that it was due to her imagi
nation and she had better go to slee]
and think no more about the matter
But now appearances tended to prove
that the quarrel had been more serious
than he supposed. Putting his arn
through the aperture left by the
Lroken pane, he raised the window and
entered the house,

The e was nothing of value left it
it except the furniture. It looked ft«
Tweedy as if either MacGregor had
killed his wife or the wife had Killed
her husband and whichever was the
wmurderer had made off with what
ever could be carried away hastily
But this was only a theory and dic
not account for what had been done
with the body of the victim.

Tweedy was about to leave the prem
i<es when he noticed on the tloor
<trand of red hair. The hair was long
and evidently a woman's. The finder
<huddered. Mrs., MacGregor's han
was red.

Tweedy dropped the strand on the
loor. where he had found it, got oul
Ihl'ull,:.'.'h the window ﬂlil went on
lodinburgh to his work., In the even
ing when he returned to his home lig
toldl his wife that he had seen ex
cellent evidence that their neighbo
had murdered bhis wife, disposed 1
some way of the baby and fled wit!
all the valuables. Mrs. Tweedy listen
e« to his recital with horror.

“I'm going to the sheriff to tell hin
of the murder,” said Tweedy.

“ye'll dinna do ony such thing, San
dy,” was the reply. “Dinna mix yer
sel’ up with it. They'll think you ha¢
summat to do with it. Let somebaod)
else find it oot.”

Sandy took his wife's advice. LEver)
worning he passed the deserted home
on his way to his work and ever}
evening on his return. His conscience
stote him for not making the traged)
known, and on several occasions he
told his wife that he would report il
but she always dissuaded him.

But one day the horror came oul
through another source. A man pass
ing a thicket back of the MacGregol
home smelled an offensive odor and
thought the dead body of some anima
wis there. Prompted by curiosity, hi
made an examination and found the
decayving corpse of a woman., Goine
<traight intosthe city, he reported his
find, and persons were sent out to bring
in the body. The face had been muti
lated besides being decayed, so tha!
it was beyond recognition. The han
was red. The dress was the MactGrey
or tartan.

An examination was made of the
\VlacGregor home, and what Alexande
Tweedy had found was carefully noted
even to the strand of hair which wa
picked up and preserved. There bein:
no doubt on the part of the authoritie
(hat MacGregor had quarreled with hi
wife. murdered her and made off witl
(he family valuables, a search was in
stituted for him. He coumd
found, and the search was about to e
«iven up when gome one suggested th
in time a murderer will visit the scens
of his crime. A watch was set and
true enough, one day MacGregor wie
captured standing before his Lo s
looking at 1t strangely. He was i
mediately arrested.

“What are ve takin’
nsked.

“Niver mind what we're takin®™ ye
for? Ye'll have a chance to find tha
sot later on.”

When Fergus MacGregor was intorin

ed of the charge against him and of

Fergus MacGregor
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Workin.g Out a Garden’s Salvation.

Looking backward, 1 note thetransi
tion from reading books about gardens
to doing work in one of them and how
it gradually came to pass that I read
less and only of standard substantiali-
tles that might be termed principles,
because I found that I must work out
my own garden salvation and work it
out, if not with fear and trembling,
certainly with a humble wind and a
humble disposition.—From *“My Grow-
ing Garden,” by J. Horace McFarland
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CLUB BAGS  uttered no reply whatever. He seemed

utterly crushed. lle was advised 1o

One Way.
“What is the best way to preserve
peaches?” inquired Mrs Wombat
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secure the services of a lawyer and

| permitted a friend to send him an at-
| torney,

who asked him what he had
to say.

“What's the use o' tellin® a story?”
asked Fergus. “Isn't my wife dead?
1 don't care if they hang me.”

“You'd better make up a story.” said

the lawver. ‘“Tell e sowething that

“Keep ’em on a high shelf,” advised
Mrs. Flubdub, who has enterprising
kids.— Louisville Courier-Journal.

b

Disaster.

Knicker — Were you caught in the
storm without your umbrella? Boecker
—~Worse still: T was caught without
any oue else's umbrella.—New York




