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The inequality of taxation and the i ord books for
difficulty of correcting the same is
discus<ed at length. The discrimina-
tionin favor of powerful corporations,
especiailly railroad companies, Is
vointed out, and much care has been
given to devising a plan whereby
corporations are to be compelled to
pay, u= far as possible under irrepeal-
able exemptions, a just proportion of
taxes. 'The tax on book accounts of
merchants is recommended to be
abolished sinee it *is liable to increase

merchant’s assessment for taxes
bhevoud his actual worth.” The com-
mi=sionersare emphatie in the declar-
ation “*that the agricuitural and mer-
cantile interests are liable to be in-
jured by being overburdened for the
henefit of corporations,” and that our
tax lewislation for vears has had this
oftect. A careful estimmate 13 made of
the different railroad properties and
‘ranchise in this State,and theamount
of taxes paid by these corporations is
compared with what an individual
nays on property paying the same
rate, showing that individuals pay
double the rate in  State taxes, while
corporations are almost entirely ex-
empt from local taxation. The con-
¢lusion reached is *“that the roads
mentioned wre annually escaping tax-
ation to the extent of about 3300,000.
The figures as to the other roads in
the State indicate they enjoy an un-
justitiable immunity to the extent of
4t least another hundred thousand
dollars every vear for the benefit of
the railroad companies, This sum is
considerably more than one-third of
the entire amount of the State tax on
property.? It is shown that railroads
running through other States as well
g« Marvland are taxed at a much
higher rate in those States than in
Varyland.

The plan proposed to more heavily
tax corporations is to impose a license
tax on the gross earnings per mile of
each road as follows: One per cent.
on the first thousand dollars earnings
per mile or less, two per cent. on sec-
ond thousand, three percent.on third
thovsand, and four per cent, or the
qrst five hundred dollars,about $3,000
per mile, and five per cent. on all
cross earning in excess of $35.00 per
nile. This system, taking the report

f the P. W.& B. railroad for 1886 for
their receipts,would increase the tax-
¢s paid by that read in Maryland
from $19.911.76 to $364,844.28, or a gain
of nearly 545,000 to the State in one
vear from that road alone.

e question of railroad exemp-
tions e fully discussed, and after
quoting copiously decisions of the
highest courts of this and other States
on the subjeet, the conclusion is reach-
od that the present exemptions can
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