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TUESDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 1, 1812.

MR, RUSSELL TO MR, HAMILTON,
Dear Sin—1 have icarnt with much regret

and disappuintinent, that Lord Castlereagh has | 4.,

directed you ioinforin methat it is not in bhis pow-
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Qocuient

Accompanying the President’s Message of

tie 12'4 of November.

MR. RUSSELL TO MR. MONROE,

| London, 19th Sept. 1812

SIR,
On the 12th inst. I receised vour letter of the

27th of July last, and the copees of my note to

Lerd Castlereagh, and of his Lordships reply en- |

\

closed herein, will inform vou that the propo-
sitions, made in conseq of it, have been re-
jeeted., :

As | have but this moment heard of the imme-
diate departure of the Friends, I havetime only to

embark on board the Lark,at Plymonth,for New
York. _

I am, with great respect and consideration, sir,
your faithful and ob’t serv’t.

(Signed) JONA. RUSSELL.
Postscript.

An interesting interview took place between
Lord Castlereagh and mvselion the 16th inst. the
account of which | mnst,ior want of time,reserve
antil I have the honor to sce you.

MR. RUSSELL TO LO®D CASTLEREAGH,
18, Lentinet St. 1ith Sept. 1612,
Private.
My Lorp—In consequence of additional in-
structions which [ received from my government
this morning,l ealled about noon at the foreign of-

i

h
add, that 1 have received the communications of :

Mr. Graham of the 9th and 10th of August,by the !
Gleaner, and that I leave London this evening,to |

which I have bhad tice honor to address to uim.—
T'he gbjeet of those letters was of a natuie to re
quirean earlydecision. Reluctant, however,by any
| pretipitanc;ou may part, to pirotract the pl'.esent
.nuhappy relations beiween the two countries, 1
beg you to acquaint his Lordsiip that [ shall ve-
“main intowa until Sunday (the 0th inst.) when,
| unless some special and satisfactory resson be as-
signed for a longer delay, 1 shall consider it to be
my duty to proceedto Plymouth to embark for the
U. States.
1 am, dearsir, with great truth and respect,
Y our obedient servant,
(Signed) JONA. RUSSILLL.
18, Bentwick St. 16 Sept. 1312,
N.B.—Sent at 3 o’cloek,
LORD CASTLEREAGH 10 MR. RUSSELL,
Foveign Glice, Sept. 18th, 1812,
SIR,

Under the explanations you have aflurded me
of the nature of the instructions which vou have
received from your govermnent, | have, as on the
preceding occasion, been induced to lay your let.
ter of the 12th inst. before his Royal Highness the
Prince Regent,

1lis Royal {lighness commands meto express
to you his regret that he cannet perceive any sub-
stantial diflerence between the proposition for a
suspension of hostilities which you are now direct-
ed to make,and that which was contained in your
letter of 24th of Aug. last. T'he form of the pro-
posed arrangement, it is true, 1s ditferent ; but it
only appears to aim at executing the same puipese
in a more covert, and, therefore, in a more objec-
tionable manner,

Y ou are now directed to require, as prelimina-
ry to a suspensicn of hostilities,a clear and distinct
understanding, without, however, requiring it to

be formal on 2ll the poiats rcierred to in your ed an

fice, and found with regret that vour lordship was | former proposition.
out of tewn. My object wasto communicate ‘to | pre¢ |
your lordship the powers under which I act,that | points must substantially precede the understand-
ou micht perceive their validity and extent. 1 ! 10y required. ' '
ave hewever songht to state tiem substantially | ‘T'his comse of proceeding, as bearing on the
in the official letter which I have herewith the |

honor to transmit to vour hjrdihip‘ but shenld | he principie inadmissible, but as Illllii{tl'}' to

L is obvious that, were this

proposal acceded to, the discus-ion on the several | ©
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e e e | impressment, which the subject would possiblrad. | ed such 2eal for the aholition o the traffic in.the

h?(;(:lig:!:‘.ﬂ TS
ompanyeng the Preqadent’s Yiessage of the 15,
of Nevember. o

oceasion peculiatly prepitions to an amicable ar-
rangement or this. puint, had such an arrange.
ment been al all attainable.  Both parties sacord.
inglv appear to have exhausted their ingfnuity in
attempting to devise expedients sat~“actonily tg
perform the ollice of impressment, and-rothing
Can more cmu"ruaivrl}' demonstiate the n:herent
difficulty of the matter, and the utter impossibili-
ty of linding (.e expedient which they so't, than
that all their labovs, prrsved », that occasion wich
unexampled diligence, cordiality and good faith,
shauld have Leen in van”

His losdship now tuined te a letter ina volume
befure him addressed at the eloseofthe negociation
by these eomamissioners to the Americen minis-
tevs,corceived in the kindest spirit of conciliation,
in which they proless the most earncst desire to re-
mova all cause of complaint on the part ol Jneri-
ca concerning impressment, regret that their en
deavors had hitherto becn inefiectual, larment the
necessity of continuing tiie practice & promise to
provide ss far as possible against the abuse of i,

“ 1§’ resumed his Lordship, ¢ such was re-
«tll of a nezociation entertain under cireum.
stances so highily tavorable, where the powers &
the dispositien of the paities were limited only” by
the ditficulties of the sulhijert, what reasofable ex-
peclabion can be encouragzed that in the actual
state olthings, with your circumsesibed and im-
peifect anthority, we ean come to a moresuceess.
tulissne ? [ shall have to procecs in so weighty a
concern with the utmost deliberation & cireim-
spretion ; and it wiil be necessasry for me to con-
snlt the great faw ofticers ofthe ecrown. You are
not aware of the great sensibility and jealousy of
the people of Eingland on this suhject, and no ad-
mimstration conld expect to remain in power thay
should consent to renounce the 1ight of impress-
ment, ot to suspend the praetice, without the cer-
tainty of e arrangement which should ehviously
be calcalated most unequivocally to secure its ab

MR. RUSAELL TO® THE SECRETARY OF STATE.
SIR. Washington, Nov. 16, 1818.

I have the honorto hand you herewith an ac-
count of the conversation alluded to in a post-
script to my letier of the 19th Sept. and which |
had not then sufficient time to ¢copy.

I have the honorto be,
Wgh great consideration & respect,
ir,
Y our obedient servant,

JONA. RUSSELL.
The Honorable

James Monroe, Esq. &e. &c.

et

MR, RUSSELL TO THE SECRETARY OF BPATE.

London, Sept. 17, 1812.
SIR, | %

On the 12th inst. T had the honour to receive
your letter of the 27th of July last—I called im-
mediately at the Foreign Oflice to prepare Lord
Castlereagh, by imparting to him the natore aand
extent of my instructions, for the communication
which it became meto make to him. His Lot
ship was in (he country and 1 was ehliged to write
to him without previcusly seeing Lim. [ howe.
veraccompanied my official note (A*) with a pri.
vate letter JB) offering explanation, if yequired, &
soliciling despatch.

I waited until two o’¢lock, the 16th inst. with.
¢':t hearing from his Lordship, when | was mnch
suvprized at receiving a note (C) from Mr, [la-
milion, the under secretary, indefinitely postpon-
ing an official reply.

To give more precision to the transaction I in-
stantly addressed to wim answer (D) and a lictle
befove five o’clock eon the same day, [ receiv-
invitation (]‘:) from Leord Custltm;;h to 08
jeet,

mit. There were many circumstances on that | barbarous and unbelieving natives of Afri i, as

(o endeaver to forceit on her reluctans allies, that
she should so obstinately aduereto the practice of
impressing American citizens,whose civilization,

religion,and blood, so obviously demanded « more
favourable distinction.

I next pointed ont to his Lordship the Jiffer-.
ence between the propositions which I wow sub
mitted, and those contained in my note of the 24th
of August. That altho’ the oliject of both was
essentially the same, there was great diversity in
the manner of obtaining it. The discontinuance
of the practice ofimpressmert, which was b-fore
requiied to be jminediate and Lo cons: @:te a tor .
mal pt't-liminary to an armisiice, was now de< 'ried
to commence coteinporanceously with the operati.
on of the law ofthe U, States, prohibiting the em.
ployment of British seamen, and was consigned,
with theother conditions, to a sepaiate and infor-
mal Arrangement.  In this way it was no doub§
interded, by respecting the feelings of the British
fovernment, (o obviate any obhjection whieh

m*‘r_piht have been the mere suggestion of ils
prive,

| finally offered, in ¢ »r to answer at once all
the observations and evauivies of Lord Casile-
reagh, that the proposed understanding should be
expiessed in the most general terms—-that the
laws, totake effeet on the disvcutinuance of 4
practice of impressment, shiould Pruhihit the enx
ployment of nciive subjects or cilizens of the one
state, excepting such only as had alveady heen na-
turalized, on board the privateand public shipsof
theother—thus removing anvobjection that might
have been raised with gegard to the future eficcs

of naturalization or the forinal renunciation of a«
ny pretended right.  With vegard to blockades,
I proposed to follow the same course, and only to
agree that none should beinstituted by either pams
ty which were not conforinably to the acknow-
ledged laws of natious—Iieaving tie definition of
such Ulockades, and ail other details, te be set-

you find any thing that stunds in need of explana- | |
tion, previous to being submitted to his Raval

r

does not appear on the important subject of im.
Highness, 1 shall remain at 18, Bentinck Street, | pressiment  that you ave either

cad in practice to any advantagenus resnlt ; as it

authorised

to receive the commands of your Lovdship. 1If to propose any specilic pian, with reference (o
which the suspension of that practice could be
made a subject of dehberation, or that you have

rour lordship could, in courtesvy, find any motive
in my personal convenience to hasten a decision
upen the propesitions which ] Liave submitted ;
the season of the year, mv anxiety to depait (all
my arranyements be?iw; made and all mv bagpage
having left town® and the detention of the Lark at
much expence, will plead powerfully in mv favor.

I have the honoy to be, with ¢reat copsidera-

| received any instivetions for the guidance of your

conduct on some of theleading principles, wuich
 such a discussion must in the first instance in-
volve,

Under these circomstances the Prince Regent

sincerrly laments that he does not feel himselfen

tion, vour Lordshir’s very oh’t and very humble
servant.  (Signed) JONA. RUSSELL.
Lord Visocunt Custicreagh, §c. §c. §e.

MR, RUSSELL TO LCRD CASTLEREAGH.
18. Bentinck St. 124 Sept. 1812.
My Lorp—1 hasten authorised by instvuctions
recently received from the zevernment of the U,
States, and urged by an unfeigned anxiety to ar-
rest the calamities of war,to propose to your Lord.
ship a convention for the suspension of hostilities,

{ abled to depart frona the decision, which I was di
rected to convey to you in my letter of the 2d

inst.

servant,

I have the honer to be, Sir,your most obedient
CASTLERUEAGH.

Jonaihan Russell, Frq. §¢.

SIR,

MR, RUSSELL TO MR. 3ONROE.
London, 9.4 Sept. 1812.

Since writing yon this morning, fearing that

meet him at his house Lhat evening at nine o'-
lozk.

I waited on his Lerdship, at the time appoint.
ed, in company with Mr. Hunilton, at a table
loaded with the records of American correspon.

faceof it a character of disguise, is not only fe!t to | :‘“““'—'1 which they appeared to have been examin-

ing.

{ was courteously received, and after a conver-
sation of a few minutes on indilierent subjects |
led the way to the business on which 1 came, by
obzerving that | had once mere been authoriscd
to present the olive branch and hoped it would not
beagaiu rejected,

1iis Lordsliip observed that he had desired the
interview to ascertain, before he submitted my |
communication of Lhe 16th inst, to the Prince Re-
gent, the form & natare of the powers under which
| acted. ‘T'o satisfy him at once on botniitese
points I put into his hands your letter o (he 27th
of Julv, I the more willingly adopted this mode
of procedure as, besides the confidence whicl s
frankness was calculated to produce, the letter it
self wonld best define my suthority and prove the
moderation and conciliatory temper of my govern.
ment. |

tHis Lordship read it attentively..——§fe then
commented at some length both on thegkape and |
substance ol mv powers. Wilh regard to the
former he observed that all v authority was con.

{11sed is extremely doubtiul, but it is very certain

Wheiher such an arrangenient can be de- |tled by the commissioners in the definitive treas

ty.

I was disappoiated and gricved to find that
these propositions, moderate and liberal as they
were, should be treated in a manper which forbid

me Lo expect theiv acceptance. | was even asked,,
by Mr. Hamilton if the U, States would dediver

that you have no sufficient powers for its accom-
plishment.”

-

Such was the substance, and in many parts, the
language of his Lordship’s discourse.  'I'o which
I replied that the mein ohject of my powers Leing

lo eliect a suspension of hostilities, their form
could not be matevial. It was suflicient that they
emanated from comoneteat authovity and were
distinetly and clearly conferred. ‘That in requie-
INg as a condiiion to an armistice a clear under-
standing relative to impressment and other points
of controversy hetween the two countries, it was
intended merely tolay the basis of an amicablead.
justnsent & thereby to diminish the probability of
a renewzl ot hostilities. T'ocome to such an un.
derstanding, to be in itsclf informal, and which
expressly left the details of the points which it
embraced, to he discussed and adjusted by eom.
missioners to be hereniter appointed, was certain.
ly within the instructions which 1 had received,
and [ could, of course, thus far pledge my govern.
ment for its cbseivance. 1 did not acknowledpe
the force of his ebiection, predicated on the iue-
quality of our respective powers, ner peiceive
how the Britich faith weuld be particularly com
mitted. "T'nefailh of both goveinments w

equally cotumitted, for whatever was doune under

7
the native Biitish seamen who might be nuturat
ized in America ?  Although shocked at this de-
mand, I mildly replied that such a procedure
would be disgraceful to America without being
useful to 'G. Britain—that the habits of seamen
were so pecwiarly unaccommmodating that no one
would patiestly go through the long prebatien,
required by law, to hecome the cilizen of a coun-
lry where he could nct pursue his professional
oecupations—and that not to emplov him in this
way would be virtually to surrender him to Great
Bntain,

I was disposed to believe, hewever, that a reci-
procal arrangement might be made for giving up
deserters frem ublic vesscls,

Here, perhaps, I owean apology to my gevern-
ment, for having, without its preci se commands
hazarded the overture above mentioned, rejative
to British subjects who may heieafter become cis
tizens of the United Btates. In taking this step,
howaver, | persnaded myseifthat | did not trespass

to take cifect at such time as mav bhe mutually a.

reed upon, and stipu'ating that each party shall
gorthwith appoint commiasioners, with full pow-
ers to form atreaty, which shall previde, by reei-
procal arrangements, for the security of their sea.
men, from being taken or employed in the ser.
viceol the other power ;forthe regulation oftheir
commerce,and all olherinteresting qnestions now

depending between them, and that the armistice ,

shall not cease witheut euch previous notice by
oneto the other party, as may he agreed npon &
shall not he understood as havine anv other ef-
fect than merely to suspend military operations by
Jand and by sea,
In proposing to your Lord:hin these terms for
a suspension of hostilities, [ am instructed to come
to a clear and distinet understanding with his
Britannic Majecty’s government ,without requir-
ing ;‘ to be fﬂl'l“ﬂl, rﬁﬂfﬂm:‘:ﬂg ilﬂprgilyngnt’
comprising in it the dizchar e of the citizens ot
the U. States already impre.-ed ; and concerning
future Mockades : the revocation of the ot ders in
Council hting ~onfirmed.
Your Lordship is aware that the power of the
government of the United States to prohibit the
employment of British seamen must he exercised

jn the sense and ‘spirit of the constitution ; but |

the: e is no reason to doubt but that it will be so
exercised elfectually and with good faith,

this government should infer from iy silence an
acquiescencein the strange and unwarrantable
view which Lord Castlereagh has in his last notc
thonght fit to take of the overtures which 1 have
submitted,and qf the powers under which 1 acted,

| I have considered it my duty Lo return an answer,

of which the enclosed isa copy.
With great considerar:on and respect, I am,gsir,
your assured and ob’t seivt.
(Signed) JONA.RUSSLELL.
Tothe honorable Jumes Rionroe, §e.
MR, RUSSELL TO LORD CASTLEREAGH,
London, 19tk Sept. 1812,
My L{H'.n*-—l had the hunorto I'L'l'i‘it'ﬂ, last e-

vening, vour Lordship's note of vesterday ; and
heve lea ot with greatregret and dizappointmont,
that his royal highness the Piave Regent has a-
gatin refected tie pust and moderate propositions

Lo o susnension of hostitities, which | have been

instructed to present on the gart of my govern-
ment,

After the verhal explinations which I had the
honor to afford your Lordship on the 16th inst.
both as to the olject and sufliciency of my in-
stractionz, 1 did not expect (o hear repeated any
objections on these pointss  Foritselt, the Ame.
ricun government has nothing to disguise ; and
by varying the proposilion as te the manner of
coming to a preluninary understanding, it mevelv
| intended to leave to the Diitish government that

l

sbned & o lortes Gesn ths Sﬂcretnryi of State, | their respective autnority ; and although his Lord-
which, as my diplomatic functions had ccased, | 3PP might have power to go beyond the armis.
hp‘nearﬂ] but a ‘!l‘.'ﬂ.ﬂty foundation en whieh to tice and aadm '-L&ﬂdlﬁr', fIEH' which I was lllhl-l'ﬂﬂtt‘d,
Pllne the ilnpnnant arrnng‘ﬂ"“nt ! hld beﬂn in_ )'t". f.l!r“"li.' Vv AS NO Necessily rl.“' HUIHJ_; ﬂa,ilnd ‘Thilﬂ

With regard to the extent!

against the spinit of the instructions which 1 had
received ; and had the proposition beea acceepted,
I shonld not have been without all hope that i
would have been approved by the Piesident, as its
prospective operation would have presented injus-

Bock amemtnrs, 5% mizht by suitable regula- | ypich might Lo most comgenial to its fvelings.—
tions and penalties be made complctely effectual -

. Wal The propositions presented by me, however, on
and satisfactorv, would operate almost exclusive- \
ly in favor olx. Britain ; for as few American

seamen everenter voluntarily into the Dritish ser. the mode

..H
L}

vice, the reciprocily would

impressment.

By the proposition which I have now the ho-
nor to make in behalf of mv zovernment, vou
Lovdshin will perceive the carnest desire of the
President to remove every obstacle to an accom-
modation, which eonsists merely of form ; and to
secure the vights and intevests of the U. 8, in a
manner the most satisfactorvand hoperable to G.
B. as well as America.,

The importance of the overture now made, will |
I trust, ohtain forit the eavly consideration of his| jq.04i

‘Royal Highness, the Prince Regent,and 1 shall
detain the vesselin which I have taken my pass-
age to the United States, until I havethe honor to
Jearn his decision.

I have the honor to he, mv Lord, with high
eonsideration, vour Lordship’s most obedient ser-
vant. (Signed) JONA, RUSSELL.

Lord Viscount Castiercagh, &e. &c. §e.
LORD CASTLEREAGH TO MR, RUSSELL,
Lord Castlereagh presents his compliments to
Mr. Russell,and requests to have the honor of sce-
jng him at his house in St. James's Square, at 9
o'clack this evening. |
Toreign Office, Sept. 16, 1812. :
N. B.—-lleceived a little before 5 o'clock.
MZ. HAMILTON T@ MR, RUSSELL,
Dear Ste—I have not seen Lord Castlereagh
since his receipt of yourtwo letiers o the

)e nominal, and it is
sincerely believed that it would be move than an | .

i
|
!
|
!

i and as [ leave town this afternoon for the U. States,

but have received his directigns to say to vou that

he is coneerned that he cannot have it in his power
to replytothem ior a few days ; ov woild have had
ghueh pleasure in atteading 1m nrediately to yonr
request in that respect. You may be :uauri:d_t!r.a
ao delay will take place, which can be avoided,

ir, faithfully yours,
lm, dear sir, fatatully W HAMILTON.

Fureign O, Sept. 16,1812
M’ hd‘. Euq- &'tl’

'

the 24Th of August and 12th inst. are distinguish.
able by a diversity in the substance as well as in
ofthe ohject which they emhraced ; as
the former, the discontinuance ¢f the practice
mpressinent was to be immediate, and to pre.

to the employment of British seamen ; when hy'

the latter both these mneasuves are deferved to take
eilect sunuitaneonsly hereailer,

1
\

equivalent for any advantage she may derive from | o.qe (he prohibitory law of the U. Staies relative | vernment.— This error probably originated with

Having made a piecise tender of such law, and

oimy powers, ﬁe could nct perceive that they e ‘
sentially didered from those under which | had

Lrought forward the propositions contained in my |
note of the 24th of August, He considers ikat |
to enter with me into the understanding, required
as a preliminary to a convention foran armstic?,
ne would be compelled to act on unegual ground
as from his situation he must necessarily plodge
his sovernment, when, from the nature of my au-
thority, [ conld give no similar pledge for mine. —
He could not therefore think of submitting the
Biitish faith and leaving the American govein- |
ment free to disrecard its engagements,

Besides

it did not appear to him that at the date of my last | P

instractions the revocation cf the scders in coun.
¢il onthe 23d of June, had been received at Wash-
ington, and that great hopes were entertained of
the faverable efiect such intelligence would pro-
duce there. 'The question of unpressmemt, he
went on te observe, was atlendad with difficultics
of which neither | or my government appeared to
be aware. ¢ Indeed” he comtinued ¢ there has
evidently Leen much misapprehension on this
sithjeet, and an erroneows belief entertained Lhat
an arrangement, in regard vo it, has been nearer
an accomplishment than the facts will warvant.—
Fiven our friends in Congress, | md&n (observ.
ing perhaps some alteration in my coumtenance)
*“ those who were opposed to going ta war with
us, bkave been so confident in this mistake that
they have ascribed the fiilure of such an arrange.
mentsolély to the misconduct of the American yo-

Mr. King, for heing much esteemed here, and al-
ways well received by the persons then in power,

; he seems to have misconstiued their readiness to

listen to his vepresentations and their warm pro

exhibited the instructions which warranted it to | fessions of a disposition to remove the complaints

vour Lovdship, | have learnt with surprize that it
does not appear to vour Lordship that 1 am au.
thorized to propose any specific plan on the sub.
ject of impressinent. | still hope that the over-
(ares made by me mav again he taken into consi-
on by his Britannic majesty’s government |

that it will authorize soine agent to procecd shi-
ther and adopt them as a basis for reconciliation

of America, iy relation to impressment, ito a
supposed conviction on their part of the propristy
of sdopting the plan which he had proposed. —
But Lord St. Vincent, whom he might have tho't
he had brought ever to his opinions, appears ne-
ver for a moment to have ceased Lo regard all ar.
rancement on the subject to he attended with for-
midable, il not surmountable ohstacles. This is
ohvious from a letter which kis Lordshipaddress.

he'ween the two countries, an event so devoutly
to be wished.

I have the honor to te, my Lord, your most

olL,'t humble serv't.
JONA. RUSSELL.

(Sizned)

The Right Honorable Lord Castlereagh, &e.

Mr. Russell to Mr. blon» oe.
'Pri'r-'tll ]
On hoard the Lark,
7th November, 1812.
Sir-=l have the honor to inform yon that I am
now passing the Narrows, and expect to land in
New York this day. | conceive it to be my duty
to repair to the seat of zovernment, and shall set
off as soon as [ ean obtain my baggace. Inthe
mean time [ am sorry toinform vou, that the se.
cond propasition for an ariistice was rejected hike
the first, and a vigorons prosecution of the war
appears to be the only honourable alternative left
us.
[ have the honorto be,
Wiith great consideration & respeet,
3il‘,§'our very ohmiiant servant,
JONA. RUSSELL.
The hoy. James Manroe, &e. &2, &e,

ed to Sir William Scott at that time.” Here Lord
Castlereagh read a letter, contained in the re-
cords before him, In which J.ord 8t. Vincent
states to Sir William Scott the zeal with which
Mr. King had assailed him on the sabject of im-
pressment, confesses his own perplexity and tota)
incompetency to discover any practical project
‘or the safe discontinuance of that practice and
asks for conncil and advicg, * Thus youn see,”
proceeded Lord Castlereagh, ¢« thatthe confidence
of Mr. King on this point was eatirely unfound.
ed.” |
“ The extreme difficulty, if not total impracti.
cahility of any satisfactory arrangement for the
discontinuance of impressment is most clearly
manifested by the resuit of the negociation earvierd
on hetween Messrs. Munroe and Pinkney and
Lords Auckland and Holland, The doctrine:
of which these noblemen had been the advo
when in nppmiﬁun, hound i-!lt‘ﬂl by all the force
of consistency to do every thing under theiv com-
mission for the satisfaction of America relative to

& The notes here referrad to have slieady been
communicated to Conggess.
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Fatlare to shrink from the di

Ractod to Beonoss. | we acted within those limits we stood on equal

: ground.  And wereit otherwise, yet, as the jyo-
e of the one parly would be the sole considen
tion for the promise of the other, thould either fail
in the performance of its en zazements, the other
would necessanly be dischavged and the impulati-
on of bad faith conld alone attach tothe fiist dehin-
guent. Nor was [ dismayed at the very formida-
ble difficalties wilh which he had thought proner
Lo array the :ubiect ol unpeessment, & altho’ wil-
ling to acknowled e my inferiority to the Ameri-
can pegociators wio had preceded me in the mat-
ter, vet | was not disposed on account of their
arge of a daty im
ased on me by my government, 'I'e me indesd
the whole question appeat ed much less alarming
than his Lordship had described it to be. And
that i Mrv. King had already been mistaken with
regard to the near completion of an' adjustment,
his Lordship must, on an attention to the whole
coy respordence at the time, acquit him from the
imputation of any excessive want of penetvati-
on.

As to the supposed ignorance in America of
the vévocation of the orders in council, atthetime
my imstractions were dated, | observed, thatif this
ignorance did in fact exist, yet, fiom certain ex
pressions in those instruetions an expectation of
such a measare seems to have been confidently
en.ertagned, and the orders in counci! appeared no
longer to formn an obstacle to a conciliation.—
However this might be, it ought not to be sup-
posed that the American government would be
ready to abandon one main point for which it con.
tended mervely because it had obtained another,
whicn was generally considered to be of minor im-
portance, and Lo subimnit to the continuance of 1ine-
pressment on account of the disacontinuance of the
Ovrders in Council. At any rate, having autho-
rized me to proposc termns of accommodat
here, it would probably wait for information eon-
cerning the manner in which they had heen re.
cuived, betore it would consent te more unfavora-
bi¢ conditions. In the mean time, the war would
be nrosecuted, and might produce new obstucles
to a pacific arrang-ment. | was happy to learn

<el

that thre failure of a former negociation concerntig !
impresement could not be ascribed to a want of

siurerity & moderation in the American
ment ; and I hoped the mpde now suggested for
securing to G, Britain her own seamen might re.
meve the difficulties which had hitherto embar-.
rassed this guestion. Ifthe people of Engiind
were 80 jealous and sensitiveavith regard to the

xercise of this harsh practice, what ought to be
the leelinga of the people of America who were the
victims of it?2 In the U. Sta'es this practice of
impressment was considered hs bearing a strong
resemblance to theslave trade, ageravated indeed
in some of its features, as the Negro was purchias.
ed already bereft of his liberty, and his slavery and
exile were at least mitigated by his exem}ntinu
from danger, by the interested forbearance of his
task miaster, & the consciousncis that t' he cutild
no longer assoeiate with those who were dear to
hi’lll, he was not mmpe!lt‘d to do them inir:rv_
while the Ameriean citizea is torn, without price.
at onee from all the blessings of frecdom H’H‘ all
the charities of social life, subiected to military
law, exposed to incessant s, and fope at
Lim:l toizuaul his lifein dﬁsp;;i ling o~ deatlr:::;i
his kindeed and countrvmen, ¥

. . L WAS mifiian
that . while G~ gat Britaig dipgovers

ern-
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tice, and its reciprocity disgrace.  Should I, hows
eve:, nrgcﬂ I.z,r teo great zeal te pl‘ﬂf udée an ac-
commodition, have mistaken herein the intestions
of the President, I still should have derived some
consolation from reflecting that this propositieny,
thus frankiy and explicitly made, aﬁwu an op-
portunity of satisfactorily testing th@ispositibng
of this governnweni & night be uselul in reimovin
much misconception and error. ‘The refusal
this proposition sufliciently explains the view withe
which 1 was assailed with ti.e ostentaticus paiide
of the abortive negocintions velative Lo impress«
ment ; the exaggeration of its pretended ditficul-
ties ; the artificial solemnity given to s charace
ter ; the affected veusibalivy to the popular senti-
went, concerning it ; ana the fastidious excepliomn
taken to my powe:s, & proves most uneqnivecaily
the predetcimination of the British ernmenttt
reject, at thistime, evéry overture for the discon
(invance of this degrading piactice.

~ Most unfeignedly desiting to suspend the exe
tstine hostilities beiween the two states with a
reasonable prospect of finally terminating them ira

a manner honorable to both, 1 pernaps presced

with too much earnisiness the adoption of the
arrangement which | wus iestructed tg propoce g
for Lord Castlkreazh once observed, somewhat

on |

tof course, revive

1

|
|
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Joitily, that if the Ameiican governigent was soo
anxious to get 1i< of the war, it would have an ep=
portunity of doiag so0 on learimng the re-.'exdnll
of the Ordersin Council. 1 félt constrained om
this eccasion to assure his Lordship that the anxs
iety of the Americin government to'get rid of Hul
war was only a proof of the sincerity with w ich
it has constantly seight to avgid it, but that no
event bad occarred, it was appreheadeéd, to en-
crease this anxiety. Ilis Lerdship, sorvecting
his manner, ycjoined, that it was not Lis inteution
to sav sny thiag offensive, but merely tb suggest
that ifthe American government sincérely wished
for a restovation of the friendly relations between
the two countries, it would consider the révocution
of the Orders in Ccuneil as affording @ f8ir occas
sion fer the attainment of that object.  After a
ause of a few mements be added, that ifthe U,
E&nlea did notavail it mselves of this occasion, nok
only to put an end to tihe war, which they had de~
clared, but to per{fonm the conditions on whicky
those oyders were revoked, thatthe orders would
_ [ eould notforbear to Temin
hi: Lordship, that when 1took this vigw -of the
subject, in my uote of the@4th oFl he had
found it to be incorrect ; butl
was so fortunale as toagree W |
point, some provision wonld he made, in tase the
tefims proposed for an armistice should be ac
ed, to prevent the revival of these edicts,
Lordship attempted to explain, but I could nolk
disiinetly seize his meaning,

The conversation ended with an assurance om
the part of his Lordship that ke would, with as
little delry as porsible, communieate officially t@. -
me the decision of the Pyrinco Regont,and I .-
myv leave, foibiddent , hope that while the present
councils ahd the 'lwﬁ;eﬂt uﬂn‘“ efthe Ameriran
E;'OP'# prevail hiere, this decision will be favoutpe
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