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CORRESPONDENCE
Between General Andrew Jackson and John

of the United States, on the subject of the

course of the latter in the de
11,6 Cabinet of Mr. Moproc on the occurren-

ces in the Seminole war.

10°TH
| co
ive an account of my

fore you as my constituents, to
conduet in an important
litical transaction, which has been cajled in
gestion, and so erroneously represented, that
geither justice to mysell nor respect for you
will permit me any longer to rciman silent; |
hllnde to my course,in tie deliberations of the
Cubinet of Mr. Monroe, on the Seminole ques-
tion. 1 know not how I can ﬂ"lﬂe more l'ull_v_
before you all the facts and circumstances of
the case, thian by putting you in pesecssion of
the correspondence between Generul Jackson
and mysell, which will show the difference be-

tween the views
ken, and by what mea
azency, this long gone-
yed.

lh

ns, and through
by affair has been revi-

sve not taken this step, strictly defensive
as it is, without mature deliberation, and a

calm and careful estimate of all the obligatiéns
under which I act.. T'hat there are strong rea-

sons against it, [ feel and acknowledge; but I
"aléo feel the most thorough conviction that the
sacred obligadon to vindicate my |
impeached, as it has been, In one of the most
poportant incidents of my life,
myself not unworthy of the high

which you have elevat bveigh
other considerations.  Should my vindicati »1

huve any political or personal bearing, I can on-
ly say that it will not be because 1 have either

willed or desired it. my | :
~ ta 'rl:me my own conduct in its proper light,
an

not to assault others. . Nor ought I to be
held. responsible should any such con

sequence
follow; as [ am free from all agency

In resus-
the
he -public. Previous to my ar-

knowledge of t
d confined the knowledge

rival here, I ha

existence o Ce |
| dential friends, who were politically attached
'both to General Jackson and myself; not that 1
ad any thing to apprehend from its disclosure,
ut becayse (f was uawilling to increase the ex-
sting excitement in the present highly critical
state of our public affairs. But when [ arri-
Qd hﬂl’ﬂi late !
on had been-of no ava
was a subject o

T

pondence. Ac of the letter which open-
ed this opemtimqh,;l been
session.
Alfl

C. Calhoun, President and Vice Presulent therﬂm%kh'

and a copy of aletter from the Honorable
4 he Biate ¢F ed the
| rom te of Georgia, to -me dated t

FOPLE OF THE U. STATES. | 27th January, 1 whis
with hn extract
ble Daniel Newnan, member of Congre

from the same State.
comment,

minate with this letter. - It *was followed by
other attacks from the same and other quar-
ters, some of which are indicated ia the cor-

respond |

It may be preper to state, that I remained
ignorant and aasuspicious of Lhese secret
'movements against me, till the spring of 1828,
: when vague rumors reached me that some at-
that we have respectively ta- | tempts were making at Nashville to injure me, |
whose | but | treated them with silent neglect, relying
confidently for protection on the [riendly rela-
tion whic
ral Jackson and mysell, and the uniform and
decided couzse which [ had taken in his favor,
| in the
su
lieve to be fundamental in our po
| and the hope that his deep rooted popularity
character, | would afford the most effectual means of ar.
resting the course of events, which I could not
and to prove | but foresee, if not arrested, would bring the
station to | great interests of the country into a deep and
ed me, far outweigh all | dangerous conflict

It is my intention simply | Copy of a letter from H

of the | of a lettér received from my ¥
{ the correspondence toa few confi- | Daniel Newnan, in whom I

dence.
| friend’s letter.

| [ have long entertainedy and still entertain,
General Jackson, as. well as yourself, mi&
me to take the hberty (
in December, I found my cau- | nication to you. La |
il; and that the corres- | ests of our com
{ conversation in ev- | the :
and soon became a topic of free | first
yahlic journals. The | pa

placed in my
Mr. Craw

to

Fsq. of Nashville, and is dated
December, 1827. That the nature

it was written by

and obijects of the operations against me ma . If be was not friendly to his election,
liberations of | P® fulljr' understood I::ty ou, I hereto nnnar; he mﬂ'ﬂ{' his paper to be p rchased up by
the copy of Mr. Crawford’s letter to Mr. Balch, [ Adams's ‘["' inter, without making some stipu-
lation in fuvor of Juckson. If you can ascer-

ive in Congress

in which it was enclosed,

the letter of the Honora-
&s elect

! submit them without
‘'he movemént. thus comensced did not ter-

kd

ence now laid beforé€ you.

had so long existed between Gene-

politicul struggle then pending.
of him rested on a principle that I be- |
itical system,

JOHN C. CALHOUN,

No. 1.
on. Wilson Lumpkio,
enclosing extract of a letter from General
D. Newnan te him,covering copy of Williatn
H. Crawford’s letter to Af  Balch; Esq.
of Nashville, ‘Tennessee,
Wasuinaton, 27th January, 1829.

Der Sin: I herewith enclose py

Jad Gener)

rat conii-
i:sl;"ﬁom My |

: l._"

P which

i

I also

give youan ¢

'T'he great conﬂdm- and friendshi

this comma-

of mak

| qcnnﬁdax
Jan _souniry req
chour commip R

. g

L B sl |
.‘.l'l.
"'.l Bl L]

. wa‘ AT, B S U N e , :
| ﬁhmuﬁoﬁh were, for the most pa € pss- | political jugglers,’ i
ly distorted, and were, in many instances, high- | ery description, W
ly injurious to my character. Still I deemed | uer. : g - _
itmy dufy to take no hasty step, being deter- ﬁ | feel the more at lberty and authorized to
mined to afford time for justice to be done me | make this communication, because Iknow,of

without appeal to you; and, if it should be, to
remain silent, as my only object was the vindi-
cation of my conduct and character. Behev-
ing that further delay would be useless, I can
sce no adequate motive to postpone, any lon-
ger, the submission of all the facts of the case
to vour deliberate and final deciston.
{ am pot ignorant of the trying position 1o
which I am placed—standing unsustained, ex.
cept by the force of truth and justice, yet |
cannot but look with confidence to your deci-
sion. 'The question presented for your consi-
deration is not that of a contreversy of twe
individuals, between whom {ou are to decide;
viewed in that light, it would bear the aspect
of a meye peisonal différence, -mvol:nng no
piinciple, and unworthy of your notice, but
regarded in a different light, as involving the
character of an officer, occupying by your suf-
{rage, a distinguished official station, whose
conduct.in an interesting public transaction
had been impeached, it assumes a far more
important bearing, and presents a question of
despimport for your consideration. The most
sacred of all political relations is that between
therepresentative and the constituent. When
your suffrage places an individual in a high of-
ficial $tation, a most solemn obligation is La-
posed on.you and hitn, on the faithiul discharge |
of which the existence of our free and happy
institutions mainly depends; on him, so to act

|

as to merit your confidence, and on you, not |

to withdraw that confidence without just cause.

my own kn evledge, you and your fri
misrepresented _
General Jackson, himsell,
the object of these shallow efforts.
icuous friend of|
yours,

uniform suppo :
day that Pennsylvania declared in his favor to

the present time.
sible that General Jackson can: suspect the
{riendship,
or your friends? No;

not—he does not.
confidence in the General to believe such idle

tales.
Nevertheless, it is proper for you and him | y

both to be apprized
mischievous.

| tion n :u{

Fixtract of a letter from the Hon Daniel New-

It is under a profound regard for this mutual
and sacred obligation that
affair o your determination, conscious that in
this, as well as every other public transaction
of my life, I have been actuated by a solemn
sense of duty te yon, uninflueaced by fear, fa-
vor, or affection. I éannot but look forward to
your enlire approbation.

I owe it to myself to state, that
fore you under circumstances very painful to
me, and a reluctance which nothing but a
sense of duty to you and myself could over-
come. Among these circumstances, is the
necessity of bt‘.'ini instrumental in disclosing.
in any degree, what I deem so highly conk-
dential as the proceedings of the Cabinet,
and for which I feel myself justified only by
absolute necessity. Acting uoder this impres-

" sion, | have not felt myself at liberty to go,
even in seli-defence, beyond strict necessity,
and have, accordingly, carefully avoided
speaking of the course of my asseciates in the

[ submit the whole | addition to the letter which he wrote

—

ends are
. this subject. However,
must see and know

I do not know one |
but what has constantly, zealously, and
ried General Jackson, from the

constancy, or sincerity of you
he cannot—he will

I . have quite teo much

ol the machinations of the

You are at liberty to use this communica-
way you please.
Vith respect and esteem,
- Your obedient servant.
WILSON LUMPKIN.

Hon. J. C. CarLnoun,
No. 2.

%

nan to the Hon. Wilson Lumpkin, dated
near .Nashville, Tennessee

ed
declared for him* ‘e will know that Clay
would not have.declared for Adams without it
was well understood that he, Calhoun, was'to

ik

tain that Calhoun will ndt be benefitted
Jackson's election, you will do lum a ben
mummunicnting the information to me.

show it to whow you plcase.

Arvaen Bavrca, Fisq.

states, [ am at a loss to understand. Our
litical intercourse had ceased for years.

had none su
in fact norie of any kind alter that, beyond the
mere ordinary civilities of hufe. '

| ed Vice Presidcut-by the people, and a sense
of propriety forbade my interference in the
election in the House; yet [ could not aveid
forming an opiuion as to the principles that
ought to govern the c
T'his opi _
had the least intimation of the course ol the

k

i
di\'l@ll_ll-  What the prineip'c is that in my |
opigita ough
1 leave to be inferred ‘from my subsecquent

course. So completely did n opinion depend-| sion.

—

r. Adam’s,

ut down il Adam’s influence could st

ol

what use you please of this letter, and

I am, dear sir, your friend,
. Aud most obedient servant,
WM. II. CRAWFORD.

A true and exact copy, (noted in the hind-

writing of Gen. Newnan.)

'.Slr. Crawford's assertion that ke knew per-
sonclly what he hcre allirms,
mr to make a few remarks.

rentders it pro-
How he could

ye had any personal knowledge of what he

We

uent to the lall of 1821, and

My course in pelation to the point in ques;

tion was very ditlerent from what he states,
When my name was withdrawn [rom the list.
of Presidential candidates, I assumed a per-
fectly neutral position between Gen. Jackson
and Mr. Adasms. | was decidedly opposed to
a congressional caucus, as both these gentle-
men were also, and as [ bore very friendl

h

ol either. |
the House of Representatives, I found mysell

¢rsonal and poliiical relations to both, I would
ave been very well satisfied with the election
When they were both returned to

laced in a new relation to them. | was elvel-

hoice of the House.—
formed, long before 1

]

aion was early

rominent individual referred to by Mr. Craw-
, and was wholly independent of what
ght be his course; or that of any other in-

t to govern the House of Repre-
in the case of a contested eleclion,

8 »d & soand principle in the
d the position of the two lead-
before the House been revers:

1 l .-"‘

e candidutos

G Ty |
¥ ]
-

B
Monroe t6 an
Jackson had &
y | ly view to the B
on the subje
cbange afier - th
Mr. Calhoun &
the General lidl written to the President,who

had forgotten|tt

i that if he was a subaltern |after the decision of the cabinet,
Wottnye we 00 . '
pd with a view of driving Mr. | fully into the views taken
limited support of what Gen. | the whole subject. Iny
o, and not with an unlriend- [ of August, 1818, you ohject
eoeral. Indeed my own views | which the administration
had undergone a material | orders, and you assizn y
cabinet had been convened. | why
dde some allusion to a letter | whieh you acted authorized your o
Florida. Mr, Monroe replied on t
tober, 1818, and, after e

ver, was

he had received such a let-

and from | bad adepted could only be intended to apply to

good for him. This,| which I have given a copious extract, enters | those detailed in your letter. I do not think
the Executive of '
‘reply of the 19th
the construction
placed on your
! ar reasons at large,
you conceived thaf the orders under

#

sing his regret| of a different constructior, it was far from be-

that your letter of the 13th instant presenis
the question, whether the Executive or your-
self placed the true constructiom, considcred
as a military question, on the orders under
which you acted. But | must be permitted to
say, that the construction of the forther is in
strict conformity with my intention in drawing
up the orders; and that, if they be susceptible

rations in
20th Oc-

ter, but said, w0 had received such an one, | that you had placed a nmuctmn on my i '

; ] : : B, b your | ing my intention they should be. '
hotcm'lld gd % and went directly to his cabi- orders diflerent [rom what was intended, he in-| then u{lp :-,I:}:;r h:{: Iu:i"er b:hntl iflin: :::
net and ught the letter out. In it General | vited you to open a corpesponderice with me, | the power of the President, under the consti-

Jackson ap
Government 't
Galv ), s

President approved of it, he had oul5 to give
a hint to some confidential member of Con-
gress, sny Jabnoy Ray,

and take the gupomﬁl
usked tho Presilent if the

¥

colléction of having
that 1 bad no doubt that Gen. Jackson, in ta-
king Pensacola, believed he was doing what
the Executive wished. Afler that letter was
produced, unanswered, [ should have opposed
the Wfliction of punishinent upon the Geoeral,
who had congidered the silence of the Presi-
dent as a tacit consent;
lefter was prodeced and .read, that Mr. Cal-
houn made his

eller to
the foregoing corrections of what passed in
the cabinet, your account of it to Mr. —
is corrgety  Indeed there is but one inaccura-
¢y :n ft.._lhd one omission. ‘Whatl have'writ-

t

what

P ruuitl
taut be
| binet, at
minds of Mr. Adams and the

It seems it had none upon the mind of Mr.Cal-
houn; for it made no change in his conduct.

i ¥ j itﬂ ‘pot bave influcnuced wy course in !

yeason by which Mr. Crawlopd

i
wew, 1

deem them whully ur;worthy

-
CORRESPONDENCE
Between General Andrew Jackson and John
Calkoun, President and Vice President of the
United States. -

| Mavy 13, 1830.

Sin: That frankness which, | trust, has al-
ways characterised me rarough life, towards
those with whom I have been in the habits of
friendship, induces me to lay before vou the
enclosed copy of a letter from Wm. H. Craw-
ford, Esq. which was placed in my bhands on
yesterday. ‘I'he submission, you will per-
ceive, is authorized by the writer. The state-

ments and facts it presents being so diflercnt

our consideration. ‘Ihey ave different from
our letter to Governor Bibb, of Alabama, of

| the 13th May, 1318, where you state “Gener-

al Jackson is vested with full power to con-
duct the war in the manner he may judge
best,” and different too, from your letters to
me at that time, which breathe throughout a
spirit of approbation and {riendship, and par-
ticularly the one in which you say, “I have
the bonor to acknowledge the receipt of your
Jetter of the 20th ultimo, and to acquaint you
with the eutire approbation of the President
of all the measures you have adopted to termi-
nate the rupture with the Indians.” My ob-
ject in making this communication is to an-

l 3"‘;‘3.21'.:‘ i
1829, enclosing ¢ of a letter o) R
Crawford to All're‘:r {!ulch. A

«W. H. C. has done Mr. Calhoun a great
deal of injury, as well by his privale machis
nations as his extensive correspondence. In

Mr. Balch, a copy of which I now enclose
ou, (and which has been seen by General
iﬂtklﬂﬂ.) he a shorttime since wrote a let-

ter to G. W. Campbell, proposing that Ten-
nessce should vote for a third person for the

| Vice Presidency, and requested Mr. Camp-
I come be-| bell to show the letter to Gen. Jacksou.

“[ hope

rtunity !

ting all things strai

for one moment
R

Mr. Calhoun will take the earliest
of secing Gen. Jackson, and put-
it; for | cannot believe for

e

No. 3.
Copy of a |

administration and even of my own, beyond
what appeared to be indispensable. 1 have
niot put even Mr. Crawlord's statement of his
course in the Cabinet at issue, except only in-
cidentally, as bearing on his statement of mine.
It is no concern of rine, except in this inci-
dental way, what representation he may choose
to give of his course, as to this subject, now or
formeily, or whether his representation be cor-

rect or erroneous.
Betore | conclude t
tions, | deem it proper

prefatory observa-
make a few addition-

nl remarks, as 10 the commencement and no-

tive of this movement a me,

‘Che origin goes far E:ck,
object, not the advantage
but m{

which
of Mr. Crawford to me, growing out o

I;Ip_htu-
cal controversics long since passed, aflorded
a ready and powerful instrument by which to given to Gen. Ja

beyond the date

of the present correspondence, and bad for.its |
of General Jackson,

litical destruction,. with motives
edve you to interpret. ‘Lhe enm?ty'

to Alfred Balch, Ksq.
Woonriws, 14th December, 1827.
My Dear Sia:
By
sure of receiving a letter, from you.
derstand your letter, you appear
a public expression of my opinion o0
p;-olchin;e tion to be propper.
t

roper. In other words it
‘:i‘[:ry improper, and could
stamp the

can ever expect toarrive at that heigh

individual who livesin the most absolute retire
ment, and who has no ambition to

uation, and would not

next Presidential election nre

When Mr. Van Buren and

upon every

‘whtowm

e allegiations of W.H.|

etter from William H. Crawfqrdl

the last mail I bad the plea-
if 1 un-
to think | jec
the ap-
[ cannot

ink a measare of this nature necessary or
ars to me

ardly fail to
charge of intolerable arrogance up-
deliable characters. . But few :&in
t {

would justily a step of that kind, much less an

| on to_emarge

from-it. | am perfectly recongiled to my sl
ly exchange it
with Mr. Adaras. But my epinions upon’ the
' aerally known.
r. Cambroleng
made me a visit last April, I authorized them
r oceasion 10 make those opr-
"T'he vote of the State of Georgia
will, as. certainly as that of ‘Tennessee. be
ckson, in oppesition to Mr.

nounce to you the greut surprise which is feit,
and to learn of you whether it be possible that
the information given is correct; whether it
can be, under all the circumstances of which

|

to[you and [ are both informed, that any at-

tempt seriousiy to affect me was moved and

sustained by you in the cabinet council, when,
the

of the Government, and clothed with
the nuthority to “conduct the warin the man-

a8 is known to you, | was but executing
wishes

ner [ might judge best.”
You can, if you
| enelosed you will p‘lealn return to me.
I am sir, very respectiully,
Your humble servant,
ANDREW JACKSON.

‘The Hon. J. C: CaLuoun.

from what I had heretolore understood to be |
| correct, reguires that it should be brought to

be pe | aste
|
|

C. -'jt:t:t to which 1t refers.

lease, take acopy: the one |

‘ical purposes, to injure my character, are at

| proper

wed of the determination of the

brﬁak_tup I.'Lémelia island and

‘ e:h:n dgave it also as his opinion
hut the ought to be taken Uy the U-
ited States. | He udded, it might be a delicate
natler for the Kxecutive to decide; but il the

be
the files of the W

F -
i
]

and he would do it,l
It{e upon hunsell. I
_ : | tter had been ans-
vered. He replied no; for that he had no re-
received it. [ (hen said

et it was after this

N i PrnpOSitiun to the cabiuet for
Ilﬂ!lhlﬂhlhe Generul, You may show this
e. Calboun if you please. With

had been given to the General in
not to enter Florida, unless it be

Spauish authority,
tained; and he will be instructed to

‘them is a mere amplitication of ‘
his forces from the province,

in the cabinet. [ do not know that
at the letter of the General to the
t that letter had a most impor-
upon the deliberations of the ca- | quarter, by satisfactory
in my mind, and possibly in the |its unprovoked and savage

t'renidunt; but | In his annual mess at t

reither expressed any opinion on the subject.| g
sident, speaking of your ente

s
“on authorizing Major Geners
enter Florida, in pursuit of
care was taken mot to encroac

i

beyaa

ever h

arrange

I am, dear sir, your friend,
And most obedient servant,
WM. L. CRAWFORD.
[lon. Joux Forsyrar. '_',
A Lrue copy fom lhg ori

of Spain.” Agam: “
suppress this combination,

i i sl
juence. of the  mi
ers, in entering

inal ih m

f.ﬂi.l]’ 11,--13501. _ n rk . d
. arKs an

hall | power of the Executive is

As sson as my leisure will permat, you s
tent. It is vested in Congres

receive 4 communication from ms on the sub-
In the mean time, 1

.cannot repress the expression of my indigna- rmbutinn. as appears from the extract
tion at the aflair, while at the same time I can- | letter, of 7th ccember, 1818, above referred
not but express my gratification that the secret | to. | _ _
roof, as it

Aflter such full and decisive
seems to me, of the view of the
had a right, as I suppo
yea long since knew
and myself in particular,
that the orders under w
not.authorize you to occupy
but I now infer, from your
this is in answer, that such conc
roneons, and that you were of the
till you received Mr. Crawford
 coneurred in the opposite construc
you gave
ed to aut
for this impression, as

and mysterious attempts which have been ma-
king by false insinuations, for yeurs, for polit-

length brought to hight.
. ; ° " J.C. CALHOUN.

To the ’'nesmext of the United Stales.

hich you

Wasuinuron, 20th May,- 1830.

Sin: In answering your letter of the 13th
inst, 1 wish to be distinctly understood, that
however high iy respect is for your personal
character, and the exalted station which you
océupy, | cannot recognise the right on your
part to call in question my conduct ou the in-|
teresting occasion to which your lettey refers. | rely for ¢
| acted, on that occasion, in the discharge of a | on certain
high oflicial duty, and under responsibility to | (overnor Uil
my conscience and my country only. In re- May, 1813, In |
plying then to your letter, I do not place my- J is vested with full powers
lu.]l' in the attitude of apologising for the part | the war o
and alsoin my le
in answer to yours of the
same year, in which | ac
the entire upprobation of

uci son |

I may bave agted, or of pallisting my conduct |
on the sccusation of Klr. Crawford. My

course, I trust, requires no apology, and il it
did, | havé too much sclf respect to make it to |
any one in a case touching the discharge of
my official conduct. 1 stand on very dillerent
ground. ? embrace the opportunity which

your letter offers, not for the purpose of ma-

king excusus, butas a suitable occasion (o place
my conduct in relation to an inleresiing pub- ;
you had determined to occupy.

lic transaction in its proper light; and 1 am

tified that Mr. Crawford, though far from | (see your letter of Jun
intending me a kindness, has atfordcd me such: lished with the Semi
an opportunity. | | give you authority to

In undertaking to place my condact in its [ know that, in quoting the lettegs,
ight, I decm it proper to prémise that [ not intend such absurdicy to aut
ar Lrom my intention to defend mine | an inference; and 1 must
Where we have difler- | that it was yougintention by

t we differed honestly; | show that, at the tune

uainted

the rupture with the Seminole i
[ will not reason the point, |

you,
cupied St. Murks, apd subsequent

il s very

Ly impeaching yours.
ed, 1 have no dgubt tha

Copy of Mr. Crawford’s letter to Mr. Forsyth,

enclosed in the ubove.
WooprLawn, 30th April, 1830.

enclosure. [ recollect having conversed witl
you at the time and place, and upon the sub

distinet recollection of what [ said to you, bu
[ am certain there is oné error in your state
ment of' that conversation to Mr. ———

meeting, referred to in your letter to Mr.
Mr. Calhoun’s proposition in the cab

was that General .r a

in some form, or rep

am not positively certain which.

houn did not p

rimanded in some fori,

=3

circumstances which transpired

signedly misstated any { ¢
and most sincerely believe | never
apology for having disclosed what
cabinet meeling

ington was published in a Nashville paper

l

My dear sir: Your letter of the 16th was
| received by Sunday’s mail, together with its

t, in that encldsure stated, but | have not &

t

recollect distinctly what passed in the cabinet

_.ﬂ.

inet | your meauing is erroneous,

ckson should be punished |
|| be permitted to ex
As Mr. Cal-
to arrest Gen. Jackson,
{ feel confident that I could not huve wade
use of that word in my relation to you of the
in the cabioet,
as | have no recoilection of ever having de-
ransaction in my lile,
did. Myl
passed in a
is this: In the summer after|
that meeting,un extract of a letter from Wash
, i0

which it was stated that I had proposed to ar-

n honorahle and patri- | was my opinion that t
cheerfully accord the | you did act, were in
occupat
could have been more remote
tion in writing the lefter, 1t
in oppesition to the view whic
taken of your orders,
tion to the Presidenl’s message
March, 1818, communicated
| befor: to the House of Representa
|dy referred to,) and which gives a
pesite construction to your o
the letter, on ils face, proves
the intention of t
Spanish posts,

that 1 enc :
orders to General Gaines,
ber, 1817, authorizing him to ¢
ish line, and to attack the Indians
limits of t'lorida, unlcss they
ter under a Spanish pest, in W
was directed to report immediatel

rtment, which order Governor

and in elaiming to act 0
otic motives myself, I
same o you.

I know not that I correctl
meaning, but after a careful perusal, | would
infer from your letter that you had learned for |
the first time by Mr. Crawford’s letter, that
you aad | placed different constructions on the
order under which you acted in the Seminole
| war; and that you had been led to believe pre-

viously, by my letters to yoursell and Govern-
or Bibb, that I concurred with you in thinking
| that your orders were intended to authorize
your atiack on the Spanish pusts in Klorida. !
Under these impressions, yoa would seem to
impute to me some degree of duplicity, or at
| least concealment, which required on my pamt
explanation. | hope that my couception ol |
but if it be not,
 und.your meaning be such as [ suppose, I must
ress my surprise at the
misupprebension, which, I feel conlident, it
will be in my pewer tocorrect by the most de-
cisive prool,drawn from the public Jocuments.” ||
and the correspondence between Mr. Monroe {ing
and yoursell, growing out of the decision of the | lishuing the fact t
cabinet on the Seminele aflair, which passed | still in forcs, and not.
| through my hands at the time, and which 1| you, directing yon to assume '

now have his permission to use, as explanato- | the Seminole war. o( o

Nor can my letter
*See appendix from A to F inclusive, being |be by any
| an extract from a private ¢

ce be-
ilull‘rulan Mr. Monroe and Gen

understood your

the war into Florida, thus

or as countenancing,

| Jackson in |ish posts,
the Seminole campaign,, such an in

©Maryland State Archives, msa_sc4925_scm13073-0146.jpg

that your conception of the meaning of your
orders, and that of the adniinistration, might
placed, with the reasons on both sides, on
‘ l:lmmrtment. Your letter
of the 15th of Nov r, in answer, a
the correspondence as proposed, but declines
commencing it, to which Mr. Monroe replied
by a letter of the 21st December, stating his
reasons for suggesting the correspendence, and
why he thought it ought to commence with
you. ‘l'othese, | have added an extract from
your letter of the 7th December, approving
Mr. Monroc's message at the opening of Con-
gress, which though not constitutin
of the correspondence fram which |
tracted so copiously, is ilitimately connected
with the subject under consideration.
But it was not by privaté cerrespo
only, that the view which the Executive took
of your orders was made known. In his mes-
sage to the House of Representatives of the ||
25th March, 1818, long before information of | issuing the orders. But in waiving now the
the result of your operations in Florida, was g
received; Mr, Monroe' states, that “orders

ol the enemy, and in that case, tore
wherever it may

as soon Aas|

he has reduced that tribe (the Seminoles) to

order, and secured our fellow citizens
ments a

hostilitiesin future.”
he opening of Con-
ress in November of the same year, the Pre- |
Florida says,
Jackson to
the Seminoles,
h on the rights
in: “In entering Florida to
no idea was enter-
and, however jus-.
g was, in con- | with suffic

uct of the Spanish

s alone.”
view taken of this subject met your en

sed, to mnplpdn that| y
that the administration, tion which the kxecutive gave to your orders; .
were of the opinion | under which impression I remained ull 1 re-

the Spanish-pos
letter, to which| there are certain expressionsin your letler,
lusion was er- | .which, though I am ata loss .to understand,

's letter, that |
tion, which
to your orders, that they were inte

horize you to occupy the posts.
[ understand you,

eneral expressions’in my |
ibb, of Alabama, of the 13th of  as is known to you, | was executing the vwish-

the manner he shall judge best,” was any inlimation
tter of the 8th February, 1818, er indirectly, of the
20th January of the that you should occupy the Spanish posts, so

the measures you had adopted to
ndians.”

hat a letter to ' tention to make a distinction between the

Gov. Bibb, which was not ‘compunic
which bears date long allery

¢ 94, 1818, to me, pub- |
nole document,) could
occupy those posts.

horiz
therefore conclude
the extract to
of writing the letter, it
he orders under which
tended to authorize the
ion of the Spanish posts. INO
from my inten- | p
It would-have been
h I have always
and in direct contradie-

but a fow we
tives, (alrea-

rders.
that it was not
he Government Lo occup
By refering to it, you wi | see

vd to the Govegnor a cop
losed to th o the 10th
ross the Span-

should take shel-
hich event, he

f:cled to consider as his authority Jo; t::

hat thie order was
command i

sound rule of consiruction,

preted into an autherity to obmlpym th;’ o

terpretation of the ordevs previously

tution, to order the occupation of the posts of
anation with whom we were not at war, (what-
ever might be the right of the Generul, under
l :I’G law of naﬁogi,.ltzrattmk ap Turmy shelter-
| €d under the posts of a neutral power;) and
had 1 bca:tlhjimtad by the Presidcut to issue
such order, I should have been restrained from
complying by the .".i!"" authority of the con-
stitution, which I sworn to support. Noe
will [ discuss the question whether the order to
General Gaines, inhibiting Lim from attacking
the Spunish posts, (a copy ol which was sent
to you,) was in fact, and according to military
a part’ usage, an order to you,of course obligatory un *
ve ex- Ul rescinded. Such, certainly, was my opin-
on. [ know that yours was different. Xou
acted on. our construction, helieving it to be
right; » in pursuing the course which 1 have
ﬁdﬂﬂh‘l d_alm_m equa -right to act on the con-
 struction  which I conceived to be corret,
knowing it to conform to my intcnlions in

es to

|

ha

ndence,

uestion of the true construction ol the orders,

1 wish it however to be understoad, it is only
because I do net think it presented by your let-
ter, and not because I have now, oi ever had,
tha_ ledst doubt of the correcthess of the omuion
which | entertain. 1have aiways been piepar-
ed to discuss it on friendly terms with yeu, as
appears by the extracts Irom Mr. Monree’s .
<o ndence, and more recently by my let-
ter to you of the 30th of April, 1828, cuwrini

a copy ol a letter of Major 1. L.ce, in which
dechine a correspondence thaut he had request-
ed on the subject of the construction of your
ordera. In my letter to Mujor Lee, | stated.
that, *‘as you refer to the public. documents
only for the construction which the Kxecutive
gave to the orders, I infer that on this subject
you bave not had uccess to the General's
(Jackson's) private papers, butil I be inan
error, and if the construction which the ad-
ministration gave tothe orders be not stated.
ent distinctness in the then Presi-
t's votrespondence wiil him, [ will chegr-

command
in pursuit
spect the
be maio- |
withdraw

that
gainst

Pensacola | fully ‘give, us one of the members of the ad-
hnistration, my own views lully in relation

: Wasnixgross 28bh i’ 1830. | to terminateit, by provinglo the sa Lond
Sin: Agnegs gupsElngst, 4 hevewith their agsociates, that they could nef bagsote b the orders, ifit be desired by General Jack-
return the gopy bfo hgolnstgied 3V illiam I. | ed, even the .seuhe amicable itelftion begien, bul it is only with him and at 'bis desire
Crawford.witich | voc® ’“tt"’_ﬁ ver ol your ::mlh& nited Statep and By ” auld not ., lhdell'r existin ci:tumslancﬁl, 1 should
by Mr. Denelson, of which I have retained a | the restitution of those posts, those 10nS ' any l&er'l:::pjut connected with pub-
copy, in conformily with your pertnission. were preserved. To a change of them the | Ii¢ egnduct:” to which I added, in my lctter

deemed incompe-|t0 you,covering -a copy of the letter from

~ The|which the above is an extract “with you}
tire ap- |1 cannot have the slighest ohjections to
of your | correspond on this subject if additional in-
'forl_natmn be desirable.” 'You expresscd no
desire for further information, and I took it for
: granted that Mr. Mooroe's correspondence
xecutive, [| with you, and the public documents, furnished
you a full and clear conception ofthe construc-

acted, did ) ceived your letter of the 13th nst.
sts;| Connected with the subject of your orders,

impression ' [ cannot pass over in silence. Alter announc-
‘ing your surprise at the contents of Mr. Craw-
ford’s letter, you ask whether the information
 be correct, *‘under all of the circumsthuces,
of which you and | are both iniormred, that
any attenat seriovaly to afiect me ivas moved
letter to | and sustaiued by you in cabinet council, when

nd-
You

to conduct | you have underscored, it be meant that there
iven by myself, directly,
sire of the governmeat

you “with i far from being ‘*‘informed,” I bad not the

Presidcat of ulli-hghtesl knowledge of any such intimation,

terminate ' nor did [ ever hear a whisper of any such be-

' fore. Butl cannot imagine that it 1s your in~

ated to! wishes and the public orders of the govern-
ou had oc- ment, as | find no such distinction in yovur cor-
{o the time  respondence with the President, mor in any of
Pensacola, | the public decuments; but, on the coutrary,
itis strongly rebutted by your relying for yous
justification censtantly and exclusively on your
I| public orders. ‘Taking, then, the “wishes of
‘the government” to be but another expression
for its orders, 1| must refer to theprool already
offered, to show that the wishes of the govein-
ment, in relation to the Spanish posts, were
not such as you assume them to be.

Having, 1 trust, satisfactorily estabiished .
that there has not been the least disguise aus
to the construction of your orders, I will now
roceed to state the part which I took in the
| deliberations of the cabinet. My statement
will be confined strictly to myself; as | do not
feel myself justified to speak of the coupse of
the othor members of thie administration, and,
in fact, only of my own in self-defence, under
the extraordinary circumstances connected
with this corr., pondence.

~ And here 1 nust premise, that the objeet of
a cabinet council is not to bring together op:-
nions already formed, but to form opinions va

the course which the government ought fo
pursue, after full and mature deiiberation.—

Meeting in this spirit, the first object is a free
exchange of sentument, in whic Joubts and
objections are (reely ‘rruunttd and discussed.
[t is, | conceive, the duty of the rmembers thus
to present their doubts and objections, and to
support them by offering fully all of the argu-
ments in their power, but at the same time to
take care not to form an opinion tll all the
facts and views are fully brought out, and ev-
doubt and objection weighed.—
Ly that to | o this spirit, ] came into the meeting. The
quef-:ium involved were numerous Aper-
tant; whether you had transcended your or-

:‘i::t was the conduct of Spain and her olli-

cers in Florida; what was the state of aur re-
1ations with Spain, and, through ber, with the
olher European powers -3 quealien, at thus.

you could
e such

J

le:lin;1

the 25th
eks

of

directly op-
In fact,

the

of my
em-

within the

to the De-
bbh was di-

tab-

Mdﬂ'ﬂd ery

of February
inter-

Span-




