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cided to build a mansion on his 1sland estate on the Eastern Shore, he »,..
adopted the English country house as his model. ?
Wye Hall, the mansion Paca built on Wye Island, was alimost cer- i
tainly the most splendid house i America when completed. Construc- a;
tion began about 1790, and belore 1 was hinished Paca had liquidated %"S,h
all ol his property holdings m Pennsylvania and had Cral *
argce debts o finance the building. In spiie thl. cost of Wye Hall, it %ﬁ‘
1s popularly believed that Paca buile the ng or his son and that E;“'
his own residence was across Wye Narrows on the mamland on a tract f,,*
known as Wye Plantaton. 'T'he latter tract did not come into the Paca ﬂ
2 g1 family unul 1811, when 1t was lelt to John Philemon Paca’s wite by l_'
ug ;| her aunt, Anna Manra "Tilghman Chew.® Wye Hall was William Paca’s "'Eai
only residence on the Eastern Shore during the last ten years of his i
life, and he alone was responsible for approving the design and execu- 'j‘;
tion of the building. It was thus a remarkably revealing indication of the d
wealth and cultural sophustication Paca had attained during his lifetime. B :"*
NVye 1 ned an 1879, but some 1dea ol 1ts icence can be ) 3
secn 1n an extant front clevauon oor plan ol the building. Stretch- n i&
g nearly one hundred leet in length, the house was distinguished by 2l AR
uve two-story central block connected to terminal wings contain- gf{
large Palladian windows. According to tradition, Wye Hall was J*
designed by James Hoban, the Irish architect who designed the White ;';f '
[House in Washington, but the architect’s drawing clearly shows that j“'
the plan for_the dwelling was the work ol Joseph Clark. Born in Eng- d--

land, Clark was the hirst post-Revolutionary Marylander to advertise o

i the newspaper as a professional architect.

Among his other achieve- A

A
ments i Maryland were completing the State House—especially the :
cupola and dome—and hnishing " Bladen’s Folly,” the hou o] “"f
wmtended as the rveswdence tor the ¢o s _governor that 1s now the -;';
central building on_the campus ol St._John's College. Not only <lid ,HE;..
Paca cmploy an accomplished architect to design Wye Hall, but he also --
comnussioned Luke O'Dio, a landscape architect, to lay out the gardens :
that ornamented the terraces i front ol the building. _

Wye Hall was Paca’s last great achievement, and 1t was herve that he "' ;
spent hias himal years msolated splendor. Paca’s Tife had been repeatedly ,_i
touched by tragedy, and cach tnime he withdrew a bit more within himn- ";,,
scll. By the 1790s Paca had few close riends and little mterest in social 4

acuvities, His son John sull hived with hiom, but throughout most of his
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