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Baltimore's preparations for defense in this war centered around

efforts to repair, strengthen, and renovate Fort McHenry on Whetstone

Point. Smaller redoubts such as Forts Covington and Babcock were built

further up the Middle Branah of the Patapsco River to support Fort McHenry.

Hampstead Hill (now Patterson Park) also was fortified. The Committee of

Vigilance and Safety, headed by Mayor Edward Johnson, was the coordinating

and planning unit for the defense of Baltimore, including the equipping and

supporting of the militia. Major General Samuel Smith, the commanding

officer of the Maryland militia, worked closely with this committee in

coordinating and planning the defense of the city.

In August 1814 Washington, D.C* was invaded and burned by British

troops and on September 12 the British landed at North Point at the mouth

of the Patapsco River. An American force, made up of Maryland and

Pennsylvania militia, sailed from Baltimore and under General John Stricker

engaged the British force in a two hour stalemate and retreated to

Baltimore. On September 13 the British advanced on Baltimore and shelled

Fort McHenry with cannon fire, bombs, and rockets in an attempt to weaken

the city's defenses for a land attack. A night landing was attempted below

Fort McHenry but was repelled by heavy fire. The harbor was shallow (ships

were also deliberately sunk in the harbor of the city) and the larger

British ships were unable to maneuver close to the city to cover a land

assault. After the attack Baltimore continued strengthening its defenses,

repairing damage to Fort McHenry and the other fortifications.


