Mr. Louis J. Grasmick, Potorl Lumber Co., I (oonunmdL

—_—

of the Civic Center, a projoot of tho'couniclion of which you are a
member . ‘

The type of trunlaction that you have in -tnd 1-, of

‘course, vith:tho gpnoral contractor or a cubcontraotor. It 1i not
contemplated thst-you:ﬁconpnny would ontor 1nto_any oontrnot. express
or implied, vith tga; ‘City and, hence, it seems to me that the 1.}.1
question to be dotornino& 1l'phothqr, by lnking sales to the general
contractor or a subcontractor, it might be said that you, as the
principal executive officer and a director of your company, would be
"1ntorontg§"w1n a oontraot'vith the City within tyo meaning of

- Section 81“ Article XI of the State Constitution, or whether you
would be "engaged or concerned™ "“indirectly"” in any contract for work
done or to be done on account of the City within the loaninc of

Section 9 of Article 1 of the Baltimore City Code.

An inquiry almost identical to your_ovn wvas made and

“considered by this office some forty-two years ago. Governor nitchio.

'vﬁon:1¢l;ltant City Solicitor, rendered an opinion in 1908 (9 Opinions
of the City Solicitor 2602), advising that a member of_ the Harbor
Board, an unpaid officer, could not legally lease tugs and barges to
& contractor who was doinsj'ork for the City. dovornor Ritchie based
hin opln;on upon the provisions of Boo¥ion.5-dt Article !; of the
Iarylind Cbnltituf;;n, anﬁ stated that tho contemplated transaction
WAS vithin tho "lubltanco and -pirit" of the prohibitton contained
therein. !n 1947, Judge Soboloft when 01ty Bolioitor, rondorcd un
opinion that an automobile cgonoy, doing business in corporate tor-,

- -,ot-vhioh the prinoipnl otonkholdor and procidont Vas the Pronidont
E-ot the cxty Oounoil, oonld_not logally on;aso in ropatr- of certain
City vohioIOl. The -1tuation oonoidorod by Judge Sobeloff is quite B

_dittoront trmn.that-ot your-own. but Judge lobolott did quote with :
approval the esrlier opinion of Governor utgno. |

- Ordimarily, I do not feel justified in treating
opiuou ot n prodooouou :ln oﬁi« luhtly. | Only u n clur M
'do l fool-jultttaod in dopurttn. tro-Lvtcv- prov;ouoly cxprol-od
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