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SHENANDOAH VALLEX PICNEERS -« -CART MELL
Pages 66 and 67.

FUBLIC FERRIES.

unty gave John Hersey the ferry right over the Shenanaoah Rilver
1744 .

Orange Co
in 1736 and Frederick County sonfirmed this order by an order Jane 15,

Thhis was first called Kerseys Ferry and later called Berrys Ferry.

Tradition has it that fevrrles were est.sblished at Harpers Ferry and

at Shepherdstown about thils period. This elaim 15 not sustalned by &ny
record evidence, and, as %11l be shown later on, no such ferries exlated

aa earliy as 1736.

The first ferry establlshed on the Potomas west of the blue rldge
was in 1755, and thls was near what was then known as liecklenburg. Thomas
Swearingan upon hils appilication, endorsed by quite a number of settlers
on the south aide of the Cohongoluta ( Potomac) was granted ilhe right to
eatablish a ferry over the sald rtcayr from his land to a polny opposlite

in the Probince of Maryland.

Robert rdarper was eranted a right to eatablish and maintain a ferry
varcr 1761 to cross the rotomase from the point in Frederilcs County te
the land of sald Robert Harper on the opposite aside, belng in the frovince
of Maryland. No evidence appears thatl Rabert Harper owned any lend

in Frederick Co. (Va.) prior to 1780.

Oct ober 1755 Thamas Shepherd was gliven the right to erect and maintain a
ferry from the Town of lMecklenburg in Frederlc) County-~-from his 1land
to cross the Cohongproota and the first suitable landing on the Maryland
gude o Twis right did not enjoy long, for we find that in Nov. 1766
the grant was withdrawn and the ferry discontinued--found unnecessary--<
same being a very small dlstance from a ferry already established from
the land of Thomas Swearingen--crossing the Cohongoroota from % convenient
point onstieclisegéendceddes over O the Maryland slde.

(Note by A.G.T. FERRY LANDING 11/20/1800 was reaurveyed upon 2=24-17S5
called FERRY LANDINC ENL. 1t was patented LO Benoni Swearingen, and
1s located just south of & point opposite of Shepherdstown. FRie—Wes
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JohnﬂnaurE:.All ofﬁﬁh s.ﬁaa subsequently patented into MORE LAND 5-18-~1830.)

4 wes opened in 1744 from

The old Court record shows that & roa
+hat some Shepherd Was there

Shepherds Ferry to the Bullskin, ind
with a ferry &t that early date.

(Note by A.G.T. official Court orders etc cannot be confused with the
natance we know that

1dea that what they create are sarata. For ins
samuel Taylor's Feppy was 1in exiatance at the mouth of the Antletam

on Auguast 4, 1739. It 18 8O atated in the survey of ANTIETAMN BOTT Ol

that the beglnning pgint thereof 1s near Samuel Taylor's Ferry. The

beginnin? point of ANTIETAMN BOTTON is just below the mount of the

Antietam) (We know thut the name Shepherd's Ford was in exlstance
3.11-1744 becalse it appearson the survey of MOUNT PLEASANT 100 Acres.

08€es Chapiain.)(We also Know that Charles A.derson’'s ord was in
exiatance 4-12-1734 as men}loned 1n SPRIGGS DELIGHT . (Q=17-18) This 1s

not shown on Winslows M&aD-.

n on Winslow's map on the Virginla silde opposite

samuel Taylor is show
the mouth of the Antietame.




